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Interview with Mr. Sylvan  
Lilly and Anna Sivco  

 
Teaching comes with many challenges, especially as a middle school teacher 

who works with multiple classes and grade levels of students. Mr. Sylvan, a sixth 
and seventh grade science teacher at Phoenixville Area Middle School, has been 
dealing with the elements of teaching for years. Since a new school year has 
recently started, we gathered a list of questions that Mr. Sylvan has kindly 
answered to give our readers more knowledge on what it’s like to be a teacher at 
the beginning of a fresh school year.  

Mr. Sylvan states that he has positive emotions about his new students. He 
has only taught for three years at Phoenixville Area Middle School, but his past 
jobs include working at the Philadelphia Zoo and in New York City. His former 
job at the zoo influenced him to adopt a leopard gecko and a snake that are kept in 
the classroom. Real pictures of Mr. Sylvan and his pets are shown below. Teachers 
often have influencers from their past that inspire them to work and be determined, 
and Mr. Sylvan is no exception. His seventh-grade teacher at Radnor Middle 
School inspired him to care about the environment through many successful 
teaching methods. Mr. Sylvan states that this teacher gave him a “lifelong love for 
science.” Mr. Sylvan has noticed that students benefit from hands-on activities, so 
he aims to do more labs and projects with his students this year. Most teachers 
specifically look forward to an element of new school years, and Mr. Sylvan’s 
favorite part is meeting new students and seeing what abilities they can contribute 
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to the group. His advice for new students, whether you’re new to a school or 
returning for another year, is to “keep an open mind and treat other people the way 
you want to be treated. Also, keep the gossip to a minimum. Remember that you 
are amazing!”  

In conclusion, this interview with Mr. Sylvan has provided valuable insight 
about what it’s like to be a teacher during the beginning of a school year. We’re 
allowing our readers to have a glimpse into the minds of someone that many 
students interact with five out of the seven days of the week. Mr. Sylvan has many 
inspirations and opinions that were hidden but are now exposed. So, when starting 
a new school year, never forget that your teachers (especially Mr. Sylvan) will 
always be by your side!  

 
 

Riddle Section  
Lilly Sivco  

Riddles, although they might not seem like much, are an entertaining 
challenge that can accelerate your mind in many ways. I have compiled a list of 
mind-boggling riddles that you can use to quiz yourself or share with family and 
friends. The answers are listed at the bottom. Enjoy!  
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1. A doctor and a bus driver are both in love with a woman named Sarah. 
The bus driver must go on a lengthy bus trip for a week. Before he 
leaves, he gives Sarah seven apples. Why does he do this?  

2. What room do ghosts avoid?  
3. When does Christmas come before Thanksgiving?  
4. A boy went to a carnival where a man said, “If I can write your exact 

weight on this piece of paper, you must pay me fifty dollars, but if I 
can’t, I’ll pay you fifty dollars.” The boy doesn’t see a scale so he agrees, 
thinking that he would lie about his weight even if the man guessed it 
correctly. In the end, he ended up paying the man. How did the man win 
the bet?  

5. What can point in every direction but can’t reach any destinations by 
itself?  

6. What is more useful when it is broken?  
7. Sam was out for a walk when it started to rain. He didn’t have a hat or an 

umbrella. His clothes were soaked, but not a single hair on his head got 
wet. How is this possible?  

8. Forwards I am heavy, I sure weigh a lot. But when I’m backwards, I 
certainly am not. What am I?  

9. I am a seed with three letters in my name. If you take away the last two, I 
still sound the same. What am I?  

10.What has a neck but no head?  
  

Answers  
1. Because an apple a day keeps the doctor away!  
2. The living room!  
3. In the dictionary!  
4. The man wrote “your exact weight” on the paper!  
5. Your finger!  
6. An egg!  
7. Sam is bald!  
8. A ton!  
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9. A pea!  
10.A bottle!  
 

Why Isn’t There School on Certain Jewish Holidays?  
Vienna Estes  

Recently, we didn’t have school on several Jewish holidays including Rosh 
Hashanah and Yom Kipper.  I asked some students and they said they weren't 
always sure why we were getting off, so we decided to shed some light on the 
situation.  

Rosh Hashanah is a Hebrew word meaning “head of the year.” The biblical 
name for this holiday is Yom Teruah, which means day of shouting or blasting. It 
is the first day of the Jewish high holy days and occurs in early autumn.  It is the 
Jewish new year and is a two-day celebration.  

Yom Kipper is the tenth day in the seventh month and is known as “the 
sabbath of sabbaths.” It is considered the holiest day of the year. It is celebrated 
with a twenty-five hour fast and intensive prayer. These are the reasons why we 
receive off on certain holidays, that not everyone may know about!  

 

Phoenixville Activities 

Henry Schroeder 

First Fridays 

First Fridays in Phoenixville are incredibly fun. This month, first Friday was held 
on October 4th. First Friday includes many fun activities, for example: meeting 
first responders, live music, face paints, and eating great homemade food! First 
Friday is held each month on the first Friday of the month between May and 
October. 

Food Truck Festival 
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The Food Truck Festival this month was on 10/26/19. The festival includes over 30 
food trucks and is meant for locals to enjoy city food right in their hometown. This 
festival also includes live music and food! The food does cost money, though. 

Farmers’ Market 

The Phoenixville Farmers’ Market is a market that is under the Gay Street bridge. 
It is held every Saturday from 9am to 1pm. The market includes many vendors 
from around the area that sell food, mini antiques, and other cool stuff. Many food 
vendors give out free samples of their homemade desserts. This festival also 
sometimes has live music. 

Halloween Parade 

The Phoenixville Halloween Parade was this year on October 23rd. It was on 
Bridge Street. The parade includes many committees, clubs, and schools and fun 
relatively scary things. 

Harvest Fest 

The Phoenixville Harvest Fest is October 31st through November 3rd. The Fest 
includes night markets, pet day, tour of Morris cemetery and harvest breakfast. The 
harvest fest will be free, but some activities cost money. The festival will be 
located all around town. 

Construction 

A new path for bikers is being built on the Mont Clare bridge for an add on to the 
Schuylkill trail. This path will make the trail longer and smoother on bridges 
because of a newly paved path on the bridge. The path will be done in April 2020. 
During construction there may be traffic because the bridge will be one lane. 
During non-construction hours it will remain 2 lanes. This may slow down 
commute times. 
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Safe Trick or Treat at the High School 

Haylie Patterson 

On October 28th, The High School held the Annual 2019 Safe Trick or Treat. It 
started at 6:00 P.M, and kids 12 and under (accompanied by adults, with costumes) 
had a great time collecting candy at the event. This event is held every year so 
parents can be sure that their kids aren’t in any danger. It’s a safer alternative to 
traditional trick-or treating that allows everyone to get involved in the Halloween 
fun.  

 

All-Ability Playground at Reeves Park 

Anna Sivco 

At the well-known Reeves Park, Kiwanis Club of Phoenixville and the 
Phoenixville Jaycees (who run the Dogwood Festival and Parade) have teamed up 
to raise money to build an all-ability playground there. An all-ability playground is 
a park that lets children with mental and physical disabilities be able to play 
outdoors and interact with one another. Also, they’re accessible for wheelchairs 
and the people in them. They’re building this so everyone can play and learn 
together. 

The Kiwanis club has set a goal of $510,000 and so far, they have raised almost 
$455,000, 89% of the goal. They will use this money on a handicap friendly 
bathroom, rubber playground base, a fence surrounding the perimeter of the 
playground, bike racks, and sections for ages 2-5 and older. They’ve been planning 
to build it since 2016 and construction was completed on November 13th of this 
year. 
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October Instant Vacation 

Gabriella Goudie 

Following the Phantom Pride Matrix may be hard, but if you do the rewards are 
definitely an experience. The reward is an INSTANT VACATION. In the October 
Instant Vacation, the kids painted pumpkins, watched Toy Story 4 and The Lion 
King, and got pizza and ice cream. If you get nominated by your teachers you skip 
the whole day, all your classes! 

 

Pocahontas  
By Gabriella Goudie  

 
This year's PAMS Fall play is Pocahontas. Pocahontas was performed on 
November 7, 8 & 9.  The whole play has been working extremely hard. One of the 
ensemble members, Vienna Estes said, “It is a lot of work, but at the same time, 
it’s worth it to see all the people come out and watch us and how we worked so 
hard on it.”  
 
Another exciting piece of information is they will be doing a very well-known play 
Pocahontas. It holds many cultural dances and new dances and songs too. It is also 
so inspiring because as Vienna Estes says, “There are about 30 of us in all.” It’s 
astounding that they make a whole production with only 30 students. Even though 
the actresses have practice once, twice or even three times a week. They are all 
dedicated to making the show amazing. It really is a learning experience. And as 
Vienna Estes says, “I have learned a lot about theater and expressing myself.”  
 
History of Pocahontas  
 
Pocahontas was a Native American born around 1595. She was part of the 
Powhatan Tribe, in Jamestown, Virginia. The now well known Pioneer John Smith 
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came to Jamestown to help govern but was almost killed. Pocahontas saved his life 
and John Smith made trading agreements with the Native Americans.  
 
If you would like more information on the Fall play, please visit:  
 https://pams.pasd.com/activities_clubs/art__music___theatre/fall_play  

 

Fall Band Concert 

Elle Urbanski 

Did you see the amazing band concert by Manavon and Schuylkill fifth graders 
and of course our PAMS sixth graders? 

This year’s fall band concert was on October 17. The sixth-grade band played with 
the Manavon and Schuylkill fifth graders. They played a song called “Bulgers.” 
Also, the sixth graders played in their first PAMS concert! There was a full 
audience at the concert. Thank you to Mr. Bonnell and the sixth graders for 
working so hard on this year’s fall concert so that the community could come and 
enjoy it. 

 

How to Stay Healthy During the Flu Season 

Grace Urbanski 

Do you really want to get sick during the holiday season? I didn’t think so, use 
these tips and tricks to stay happy and healthy this season! 

· GET YOUR FLU SHOT! This will help prevent you from getting common types 
of flu. 

· Wash your hands often. Avoid touching your face if you can help it. If you can't 
wash your hands all the time, use hand sanitizer. It helps too. 
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· COVER YOUR COUGH! Bacteria spreads, so it is best that you cover your 
mouth when you cough. The best way to cover your cough is to cough into your 
elbow so the bacteria will only stay in the crook of your arm. 

· DRINK LOTS OF WATER! Water can help strengthen your immune system, so 
you don’t get sick. 

Hope you all stay happy and healthy during the holidays! 

 

Phoenixville’s Got Talent Show 

Haylie Patterson 

This year, Phoenixville’s Got Talent took place in the Middle School Auditorium 
on October 16th, 2019 from 7:00 to 8:30 pm. Congratulations to the following 
people who got to participate in the show: 

Peyton Bebco 

Mika Reis 

Olivia Mitchell 

Ryan Wang 

Kayla Varady 

Alexandria Guretzka 

Keegan Hull 

Megan Clarke 

Helena Collins  
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Julia McFalls 

Anjali Emani 

Tyson Gottfried 

Abby Teberian 

Laila Zenquiz 

Tryfina Weiah 

Cameron Dingler 

Merideth Howe-Vierow 
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